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(U)  Dutch  Foreign  Minister  Jaap  de  Hoop  Scheffer  signed  the 
following  letter  to  Secretary  Powell  at  the  end  of  November. 

MFA  pouched  the  letter  to  the  Dutch  Embassy  in  Washington  for 
formal  delivery.  Department  should  receive  a hard  copy  in 
the  next  couple  of  weeks. 

BEGIN  TEXT  OF  LETTER  TO  SECRETARY  POWELL 

(C)  Thank  you  for  your  letter  of  November  18,  2003  regarding 
the  important  issue  of  tackling  Hamas  funding  by  charities. 

(C)  Let  me  assure  you  that  the  Netherlands  is  deeply  aware  of 
the  importance  of  severing  all  links  between  terrorist 
organizations  and  their  financial  supporters.  We  are  firmly 
committed  to  effective  action,  in  particular,  against  front 
organizations  and  fundraisers.  We,  in  fact,  took  the  lead 
within  the  EU  by  successfully  advocating  that  the  A1  Aqsa 
Foundation,  which  was  providing  financial  support  to  Hamas, 
be  placed  on  the  EU  freeze  list. 

(C)  Within  the  EU,  we  consistently  seek  to  act  against 
organizations  or  individuals  who  support  Hamas  or  any  other 
organization  on  the  EU  freeze  list.  The  main  issue  here  is 
to  obtain  evidence  that  will  hold  up  in  court.  For  this 
reason,  it  is  of  paramount  importance  that  the  U.S.  and  EU 
coordinate  their  activities  as  closely  as  possible,  through 
appropriate  channels . We  will  need  to  keep  improving  our 
flows  of  information.  The  Dutch  presidency  of  the  EU  in  2004 
will  give  us  an  extra  impetus  to  achieve  results  in  this  area. 

END  TEXT  OF  LETTER 
SOBEL 


